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2016 FALL PLANNING AND ZONING FORUM 
            Wednesday, November 2, 2016
                     Capitol Plaza Hotel and Conference Center, Montpelier, Vt.

Co-sponsored by the Vermont League of Cities and Towns
and the Northern New England Chapter of the American Planning Association


AGENDA

8:30 	Registration (coffee and light breakfast provided)

9:00 	Welcome and Overview of the Day
	Abigail Friedman, Director, VLCT Municipal Assistance Center

9:10 	Community Energy Dashboard Introduction
	Our speaker will first summarize and then demonstrate the recently launched Community Energy Dashboard, a set of free online tools that can help Vermont communities understand more about energy through official data, maps, and other resources.
Linda McGinnis, Program Director, Energy Action Network  

10:20	Break

10:45	Final Energy Planning Standards and Recommendations
In this session, representatives from the Department of Public Service will describe the final Energy Planning Standards and Recommendations, due to be released on November 1st. The Energy Development and Improvement Act (Act 174) required the department to publish “recommendations for regional and municipal energy planning and standards for issuing a determination of compliance.” The standards will identify potential areas for development and siting of renewable energy resources and address five additional elements.
Jon Copans, Deputy Director, Vt. Department of Public Service
Anne Margolis, Renewable Energy Development Director, Vt. Department of Public Service

12:00 	Lunch

1:00 	Municipal Road Permit
Act 64, the Vermont Clean Water Act legislation adopted to protect Vermont’s surface waters, charged the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation with developing a general permit that will be applicable to all municipal roads. Under this new system, municipalities will need to inventory their hydrologically-connected roads and bring their roads and drainage systems up to Municipal Roads General Permit (MRGP) standards to protect water quality. In this session, we will discuss the upcoming MRGP: the timelines, permit framework, likely new standards for different road types, the new hydrologically-connected road segment GIS layer, implementation schedules, collaboration with the Vermont Department of Transportation and other partners, and opportunities for technical and financial assistance.
Jim Ryan, Municipal Roads Program Coordinator, Vt. Department of Environmental Conservation

2:15	Break

2:30	Required Agricultural Practices: Understanding the Changes in the Regulatory Landscape
The Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets (VAAFM) has been engaged in revisions of the Required Agricultural Practices (RAPs) – base level management standards for farms in Vermont – since October of 2015. One change proposed in the rule is to surrender regulatory authority over small, non-commercial operations to municipalities and allow for the adoption of bylaws to manage these operations and their potential impacts. In this session, VAAFM representatives will explain the changes in the RAP rules and to regulatory jurisdiction, and offer strategies for regulating the backyard operation.
Stephanie Smith, Chief Policy Enforcement Officer, Vt. Agency of Agriculture Food and Markets
Ryan Patch, Sr. Ag Development Coordinator, Vt. Agency of Agriculture Food and Markets
	
3:30	Forum Conclusion and Evaluation Completion



MUNICIPAL ZONING AND LAND USE ONSITE TRAININGS
MAC staff can travel to your town office to deliver 2-hour training sessions on a wide array of municipal topics. If you need something tailored to suit your municipalities specific needs, customized trainings can be developed on request. Please call 1-800-649-7915 or email info@vlct.org for more information.
 
 






	· Conducting Effective Land Use Hearings
	· Writing Enforceable Land Use Decisions

	· Planning Commission Roles and Responsibilities
	· DRB/ZBA Roles and Responsibilities

	· Major Types of Development Review
	· Capital Planning and Budgeting

· Custom Topics Upon Request
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