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VLCT MUNICIPAL PLANNING & ZONING FORUM
Wednesday, November 2, 2016
Capitol Plaza Hotel and Conference Center, Montpelier, Vt. 

The Speakers:
Linda McGinnis is the Program Director for the Energy Action Network.  She serves on the Boards of the Clean Energy Development Fund (co-chair), the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps and Vermont's Hydropower Working Group.  
Jim Ryan has worked with the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation for the last 16 years as a Watershed Coordinator. Since the summer of 2015, Jim has been tasked with developing and implementing DEC’s new Municipal Roads Stormwater General Permit, a requirement of Act 64, the Vermont Clean Water Act. Prior to working with Vermont DEC, Jim worked with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service as a soil conservationist and had his own watershed assessment and restoration consulting business.

Jon Copans is Deputy Commissioner of the Vermont Public Service Department. He grew up in Brattleboro Vermont and graduated from Brattleboro Union High School. Copans graduated from Macalester College in 1996 with majors in geography, political science, and environmental studies. He worked in the Minnesota Legislature from 1997 through 2000 eventually serving as Leadership Assistant to Senate President Allan Spear.
Copans returned to Vermont in the summer of 2000 to work for the Vermont Democratic Senate campaign. In 2002 he ran the Democratic Senate Campaign and then served nearly four years as Executive Director of the Vermont Democratic Party from 2003 through 2006. Copans then served in Congressman Peter Welch’s Vermont Office for eight years, most recently as Deputy State Director. In this role he covered a variety of policy areas including energy, veterans and active duty military, labor and law enforcement.  
In 2015 he was appointed to serve as the Senior Policy Advisor for Government Affairs for the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation, and was appointed to serve as Deputy Commissioner of the Public Service Department in August, 2015.
Anne Margolis is the Renewable Energy Development Manager at the Vermont Department of Public Service. There, she works on policies, programs, and tools to advance the goals of Vermont’s Comprehensive Energy Plan, which calls for a transition to 90% clean energy across all sectors – electricity, transportation, and heating/cooling – by 2050. Anne has previously managed the Department’s Clean Energy Development Fund and directed solar, wind, fuel cell, and energy storage projects for the Montpelier-based Clean Energy States Alliance. She has also worked for a Vermont-based small wind turbine manufacturer and as a writer and the managing editor for Northern Woodlands magazine, and has served on the Corinth energy committee and conservation commission. She currently serves as an alternate on the District 3 Environmental Commission. Anne is a graduate of Dartmouth College.
Stephanie A. Smith, is a Chief Policy Enforcement Officer for the Vermont Agency of Agriculture Food & Markets where she participates in the development and implementation of land use policies and programs supportive of the agricultural industry and farmland protection. She worked for municipal government in a variety of capacities, including in the Municipal Assistance Center at the Vermont League of Cities and Towns. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Studies from Boston University and a Master of Landscape Architecture from the University of Georgia.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ryan Patch is the Ag Development Coordinator for Ag Resource Management with the State of Vermont Agency of Agriculture.
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