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October 14, 2016 

 

 

 

Michael Snyder, Commissioner  

Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation 

1 National Life Drive, Davis 2 

Montpelier, VT 05620-3801 

 

Dear Commissioner Snyder: 

 

Thank you for asking members of the Act 171 Forest Integrity Study Committee to send 

you our recommended changes to municipal land use regulations and Act 250 in advance 

of the meeting on October 18. 

 

In the last biennium, the legislature passed and the governor signed three comprehensive 

bills relating to water quality (Act 64), Forestry (Act 171), and siting of renewable energy 

facilities (Act 174). Each bill – without regard to the others and without sustainable 

funding to accomplish its goals – imposed significant new obligations, costs, and, in 

several instances, fees on municipal planning commissions, development review boards, 

zoning boards of adjustment, road crews and selectboards. Even Act 90, which extended 

the life of municipal plans from five to eight years, imposed new obligations for check-

ins and assessments of progress toward implementing municipal plans. There seems to be 

minimal understanding of the ability of municipal volunteer board to address the many 

priorities that the legislature has established for cities and towns. 

 

We do not need any more legislative “help” of the kind that the legislature has provided  

in the last few years – with new mandates, the most insignificant extensions of authority, 

and negligible funding to accomplish those mandates. 

 

At VLCT’s annual meeting and Town Fair last week, we heard loud and clear from 

municipal officials – most of whom are volunteers – that they are having tremendous 

difficulty deciphering how to implement Acts 64, 171 and 174 and how to incorporate 

the legislation’s requirements with local visions for their communities’ futures. 

 

If you seek to extend municipal authority to implement locally adopted municipal plans, 

we are happy to work with your department. But please do not impose more new 

requirements on our members. Rather, give local officials the space and time to 

implement the laws that the legislature enacted this past biennium. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Karen B. Horn, Director 

Public Policy and Advocacy. 


