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The following brief comments/points were made by participants during the Moderated Discussion 

segment of the Conference. 

 

PROSPECTIVE ELEMENTS OF REFORM 

1. Provide clarity for people 

2. Address the cause, lower cost to get under control 

3. Cost drivers 

4. Economy of scale-issue of control, are we meeting the Brigham decision? 

5. 30 percent shouldering the burden of rising costs, innovative ways to achieve education 

6. Interactive learning, state should put some money into this 

7. Impact of income sensitivity vs. property tax increases 

8. Mandatory services should be funded through general budget---- Fed & State 

9. Understanding the social issues  

10. How do we address declining population, particularly in smaller schools? 

11. High income tax rate forcing people to leave State, we have no local control 

12. Ownership at local level; need to make decisions, examine decision points 

13. School boards should share best practices, particularly on special education costs 

14. School consolidation: how would this be funded, clear data is needed for analysis 

15. Contact legislators to voice opinions and concerns: unfunded mandates for example 

16. Need to make system less complicated, more understandable, connected to local voters 

17. Less reliance on property tax: how do we do that? 

18. Look at split between residential and non-residential property tax 

19. Idea of flat tax; everyone should pay for education at one rate on income 

20. Penalty for excess spending: examine how this is evaluated 

21. Tuition students should not be counted in penalty 

22. Consolidate supervisory unions 

23. Vermont is losing good jobs; we need to grow the tax base 

24. How will we pay unfunded pension liabilities? 

25. Loss of equity in homes; paid to increases in property taxes 

26. Equal student outcomes: how do we achieve this? 

27. NEA influence 

28. Fear of change: what is working? Small groups around state should study this and report back 

findings 

29. Create Incentives for volunteerism within community and schools 

30. Taxes increasing despite right sizing at local level 

31. Examine details of how funding formula works 

32. Work together on outcomes, not just as individual towns 

33. What school boards can manage is becoming smaller part of budget 

34. Idea of eliminating property tax 

35. Educate general public; people are confused with system 
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36. Let Agency of Human Services fund own (education related) budget – prison education program 

cited 

37. Place a cap on the statewide property tax 

38. Evaluate state payment limits; ability to pay should not just be based on income 

39. Analyze all school districts before combining any of them-analyze whether this would be more 

costly or less costly 

40. Develop tax system that attracts business to state; look comprehensively at all taxation 

41. People need to better understand how they’re being taxed 

42. Pursue governance and infrastructure for cost savings, combination of services 

43. Constantly measure quality and cost, utilization and collaboration 

44. Expectations of schools: all cost money 

45. Unsustainability paradox: political and tax structure of state 


