
Date June 8, 2016 

To Legislative Alert Distribution List 

From Karen Horn, Director, Public Policy and Advocacy 

Re S.230, the Renewable Energy Siting Bill 

 

On Monday, Governor Shumlin vetoed the Renewable Energy Siting Bill, S.230. Tomorrow, June 9, the 

legislature reconvenes to act on that veto. 

 

S.230 represents the first time that the legislature or state has recognized that renewable energy generation 

projects are sited in cities, villages, and towns, and that the plans and recommendations of both the host 

and adjacent municipalities should be accorded significant standing in the Public Service Board (PSB) 

permitting process. S.230 is far from everything municipalities requested, but it does establish a pathway 

for municipalities and regional commissions to receive “substantial deference” before the PSB when a 

project application would affect the interests of the town. Developing energy elements for municipal 

plans that reflect still-to-be written standards and guidance from the Department of Public Service, 

securing a determination of compliance, and then substantial compliance at the PSB will take some time. 

 

Projects are being permitted and built right now. Vermont’s municipalities cannot afford to lose yet 

another year to projects that are developed and constructed without regard to local considerations.  

 

Please contact your senators and representatives. Urge them to ensure that the planning provisions in 

S.230 are enacted into law on Thursday. You can contact your senators and representatives through the 

Office of the Sergeant at Arms (802-828-2228), or via email though the legislative website 

(http://legislature.vermont.gov/people/all/2016/Senate). 

 

 

Please copy VLCT on any correspondence you generate in this matter. 
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